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SOME NOTEWORTHY PLANTS EHOM THE ISLANDS AND 

COAST OF MAINE. 


Aktiiuu IL Norton. 


During the lust ilozen years tlu; writer has liad frequent oceasion 
to visit many of tlu* outermost islands of Maine between Eastport and 
.Saeo Ray, and various harbors and other inlets of the eoast. Alany 
of these plaees, unimportant and probalily not destined to reeeive 
attention from botanists for vears to eome, liave lurnished one or 
more rare or otlierwise interesting plants. A numlier of the most 
interesting plants, seeming sufhcii'utly isolated or having their distri¬ 
bution suffieiently covered, are here mentioned. It should be stated 
that the journeys to these islands have had non botanical objects in 
view, find manv of the landings have lieen injide wh(*n long distances 
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were still to be eov(>red, or wlu'ii heiivy seas or fog were thre;itening 
and time was at a premium. Under these conditions only the more 
conspicuous phints have fallen under observation. Some of these 
affonl ample materijil for interesting generalizations, which howcv 
must be omittisl for tlie present. The notes are based primarily 
upon the writer’s observations but additional records from the Gray 
Herbarium and the lierbarium of the New' England Botanical Cdub 
have been furnished by Professor Fernald. 

Pi.NUS RA.NKsi.vN.v Lam. Attention has been cidled to the abun- 
djince of this pine jit .Schoodic Peninsula.^ It remains to be said that it 
e.xtends to the southeastern limits of the town of Gouldsborough, 


• 18S9 Rand, 13ull. Torr. Dot. Cl. 16: 291, 29.5, and RcdlU-ld I. c. 29.5, 290. 
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which includes Schoodic, hut not to the small islaiuls of the outer 
j)art of Oouldsborou^fh and Dyers Ihiys. It occurs upon Mt. Desert* 
and Great Wass Island;- also on Steele Ilarhor Island (C. A. Cheevcr 
in herl). New England Botanical Cluh). 

PiCKA ('ANADKNsis (Mill.) B.S.P. Abundant oi) many of the islands 
east of the St. Georges fjrou]). At Eastern Ear, Isle an Haut, on the 
south side e.\po.s(*d to the force of .sea bn'ezes ami ^ales, tr(*es ten or 
more feet high are .so dense that a person of two hundred pounds weight 
may walk from the ground to the summit on the ends of the densely 
matted and tangled branches. West of St. Georges it becomes le.ss 
ai)undant, and at ('a.sco Bay is decidedly rare, though a few trees occur 
at Trundys Reef, (’ape Elizabeth. 

Jl’iMPKKL'S HOilizoNTALis Moeiicli. Crumple Island, near .lones- 
port; Matinieus Seal Island, in abundance; Big Two Bush and White 
Head, Kno.x ('ounty; Pumpkin Knob near Damascove Island; 

estern Brown (’ow and IMarsh Islands, fiasco Ba\'. Known in 
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some sections as Slink ^^eed. Distribution local. In the herbarium 

of the N ew England Botanical Club are specimens from IMonhegan 
Island (Mii'.f Furhish). 

Typha .\NGt\STiFOLi.A L. The easternmost recorded stations on the 
Maine coast are (treat C'hebeague, (^asco Bay, and Winnegance.^ 

Spahganhtm angustifolium Mich.x. Rare at Matinieus Island. 

Irls heto.sa canadensis h’oster. This plant, the interesting his¬ 
tory of which is shown in the pages of Rhodora,'* abounds on most of 
the islands (excepting Machias Seal Island) east of Petit Menan 
Point. West of this point it b«*comes very local, and generally rare. 
It abounds, however, on Cranberry Point in the town of Gouldsboro, 
but is recorded as rare at Great Cranberry Island;® and in 1911 I found 

a few plants on Little Duck Island, its southwestern known limit at 
this time. 

Iris pri.sm,atic.\ Pursh. On the 31st of <Iuly, 1903, I had oce«ision 
to visit Flint Island, Naraguagus Bay. While I was occupied with 
the object of my visit, IVIrs. Norton discovered a number of sterile 
plants of a very slender /rf.s* markedly different in appearance from the 


^ 1899 Hand, Khodora 1: 135. 

* 1909 Cushman. Khodora 11: 13. 

* 1910 Fernald & WicKand, Khodora 12: 120. 

* 1902 Kennedy, Khodora 4 : 23-26; J. F. Collins, ibid. 179-180; 1903 Foster, 
ibid. 5 : 157-159. 

® 1908 Shaw, Khodora, 10: 145. 
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abundant I. sctosa canadensis. After careful search she found one 
plant in fresh flower, rendering the identification with I. prisnwtica 
certain. This has been presentecl to the herbarium of the Portland 
Societv’ of Natural History. 

C*' 


Qi TERCUS iLiciFOLi.\ Wang. An additional coast station is near Hall 
Quarry, on Mt. Robinson, Mt. Desert Island. 

Arenaria peploides robusta Fernald. Marshalls Islanfl, Masons 
Ledge and Three Ledges, Jericho Bay; Ship Island of the Mt. Desert 
Group; Alatinicus Seal Island. West of the latter place, it has not 
been reported until Old Orcharrl (Goodalc, 1864) is reached. It occurs 
at Biddeford Pool (Kennedy in herb. N. E. Bot. Cl.) and was found 
at Kitterv' bv the Josselvm Botanical Society in 1905. At Ship Island 
in 1904 it attained superior development forming numerous large 
glistening mats and fruited plentifully. Eastward it is known from 
Jonesport (N. T. Kidder in herb. Gray) and from Rocpie’s Bluffs.‘ 
Harvey and Briggs recorded it from Passamaquoddy Bay;* their 
station may or may not have been in Maine. Strictly local. 

Arenaria groenlandica (Retz.) Spreng. Collected at Oceanville, 

Deer Isl., July 3, 1903. 

Cerastium arvense L. Common and often al)undant on the 
outer fringe of Islands from the Duck Islands to Cape Elizabeth, 
forming large mats to the exclusion of other vegetation. 

Ranunculus laxicaulis (T. & G.) Darby. July 23 to 26, 1904, 

a colony of small size was found at South Deer Isle, at a muddy pool, 
resorted to by cattle as a drinking place. 

Ranunculus pennsylvanicus L. f. Though not here regarded as 
a coastal plant, it practically reaches sea level at the junction of the 
Presumpscot River with tide water, ,and is not rare along the valley of 
the Presumpscot, considerably west and slightly south of Brunswick, 
its southwesternmost recorded station in the state.^ Collected at 
Cutler. 


Slsymbrium iNCisuM Engelm. C’ommon by roadsides at Bar Har¬ 
bor, July 13, 1911. 

Arabis drummondi Gray. Crow Nubble at the eastern end of 
Bradburys Islan<l, Penobscot Bay, July 17, 1903. Having poor 
facilities for preserving specimens, but one was taken. The plants 


M902 Moulton, Rhodora, 4 : 189. 

> 1893 Bull. Me. State Coll. Lab. Nat. Hist. 1: No. 2, pt. 2, 6. 
* 1911, Fernald, Rhodora 13 : 181. 
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wliicli wen' minu*rous, w<‘ro vi'ry coarse in appt'araiicc, and the 
sj)eeinu;n tak(*n was a small one. Kv<*n the eoa.rs(‘ appearance* of this 
is noticeably different from that of taller sj)eciinens of J. (Iritniniotuh 
from western Alaine, and the ript* pods re'ach fidly 'A mm. in hrcaelth. 
It .se'cins best re'ferred (o Ardhis (Inninnondi coiuirj-d, ((irccm*) Fernald. 

Ah.aui.s HiusfT.v (L.) Scop. “Oyster Ihudts. ” east side of Oainaris- 
cotta Hiv(*r, Sei)t. In, 1012. 

Skdi .M HosKi’.M (L.) Scop. Ib'portcd ;is n(*w to tin* flora of M.'iine 
in ISb.'i by Prof. A. K. W'rrill in iSbn,' and is admitted in fifth eelition 
of (irav’s Manual.■ It was next recorded from ( nth'r bv IIarv(*v 
and Hrijtfxs,^ followed the next ye'ar ley band and Kedfield, as rare 
at Dofr Mountain, an<l Hock, Mt. Oe.sert.'* In 1002 Mi.ss Dora 
Moulton published its occurrence at Point of Main, khiijlishmans 
lhi.y,'’an<l later, Mr. -lose'ph ('u.shman publishcel the fact of its ffcneral 
distribution in this and adjacent bays.® d o his list of stations shouhl 
be adeled Pulpit and Freemans Hocks, d'o tin* westward of (dr<‘at 
W ass Island it is common on (’rumple Island and several of the small 
adjacent ro(;ks. This seems to mark its limit of j^eneral <li.stribution 
westward as it is not noticeabh* on tin* ?*ockv islands off the eastern 
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part of (louldsboroujth and has not been noticed in Jericho and 
Penobscot Hays.^ At Matiniens Seal Island and Hock it is abundant, 
but I have not myself found it west of these islands. It is not in¬ 
cluded in Mi ss iVIab(‘l P. (’ook’s list of Monlu'ixan ])lants,’* but there 
are sp<‘cimens in the herbarium of the .\cw Knylaml Botanical Club 
collected on Monhe^an in IhOl by (’. F. -lemiey .and in P.MO and 1!)! 1 
bv Miss Kate k'urbish. 

t 

Hihk.s L.vcr.sTHK (Pers.) Poir. Litth* Slu'C]) Island, a .short distance 
southw<‘st of I'kitrlo Island Lij^ht, Penobscot Bay.** 

PoTKN'ni.i.A rK.NX.sYi.VAXiCA L. ('oinmoii in crevices of led/^es of 
mica schist and ^nainiti* on many of tin* outer islaiuls. Cape kdiza- 


» ISCiD Proc. Host . Soc. N. H. 9: 327. also 373. (Y. PurltT, ISOS Am. Nat. 2: 3l)-4(). 

* 1H7() (Jray, Man. cd. f). 100. 

* 1S03 Pull. Me. State ("’oil. Lab. Nat. Hist. 1: No. 2, |)t. 2, 7. 

* 1891 Flora Mt. Dt'serl. 100. 

® 1902 Kiiodoua 4: ISO. 

* 190t) Kh()i>ok.\ 11: 13. 

7 I have not landed on Sehoodic Point; or Island nor tin' main island of Isle an Haut; 
thes(' bold headlands .seem to furnish ideal conditions for th(‘ jilant, and it is to bo 
expended tliert». However. I have not found it at the easttrn Far of Isle au Haut 
appanmtly suitable for it*s needs. 

* 1903 Uhodoha, 3: 187-190. 

® 1910 See Fernald. Kuo do ha. 12 : 31. 
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l)(‘th, Cushings and (Jrc't'U Islands, Casco lhi.y, Seguin, Pumpkin Knoh 
near Damascove, Haddock Island in Bristol, have furnished hcrl)arinm 
si)ecim«‘ns at hand at this writing; and it is in the herharinm of the 
New England Botanical Clnhfroin Ki'iinchnnkport, Cushing’s Island, 
Monhegan Island, (Jrcat Crott Island, and Creat Head on Mt. Desert 
Island, l)nt there arc no specimens from farther east; while the Cray 
Herharinm shows sjtecimens from the Isles of Shoals, hnt no stations 
Between Mt. Desert Ishind and the (Bispe Peninsula of Qnehec. 

Botkxtill.v FHrTico.SA L. Crumple Island, near Jonesjtort, has a 
small eolonv. 

Hrnrs cii.\M.\i:MoHrs L. Since this plant has received fretpient 
notices in print, including the pages of Biiodora, the following sta¬ 
tions onlv' arc to Be noted. Fishermans Island, near Creat Wass 
Island Life Saving Station, Ang. 4, 1904. It has already Been noticed 
from near Prospect HarBor, in ConhlsBorongh k In GonIdsBorough 
it is not confined to this vicinitv But occurs akso aBont Corea. The 

t 

fruit is gathered here. In 1904 I was told By two young Boys at Corea, 
that they had .sold six tpiarts of the Berries at fifteen cents per (piart, 
and more had Been preserved for home use. 

Gkranium carolinianum L. Reported as a Maine phant in the 
early catalogues, But such of the early lierBarinm specimens as I have 
seen laBelled G. carolinianum all have proved to be G. hickneUii Br:.tton. 
In the seventh edition of Gray’s Manual the range is restricted to 
Eastern JMassachnsetts southward and westward. The occurrence 
of G. carolinianum at the junction of the Presumpscot River with tide 
water in Falmouth, where it was collected By Edw'ard B. ChaniBerlain 
and the Avriter in 1907 mav Be notcAvortliv. 

A A j 


Euphorbia polygonifolia L. A noteworthy eastern station is 
found at ]Matiniens Island. It is frequent from Long Island, in < ’asco 
Bay westward, and has Been recorded from PhippsBurgh and G(‘orge- 
town.’ 

E.mpetrum nigrum L. Common from Mt. Desert eastward. 

Westward it Becomes local, and seems to disappear on the co.ist at 

the sonthwcsterlv entrance to PenoB.scot Bav. ABundant at Alati- 

1 / % 

nic'us Seal Island, and occurs at Matiniens. ABundant at White Head, 
Knox County, and has spread to the a<ljacent Browns Islands. This 
station has Been known to me for upwards of thirty years; liere the 


• Fl. Mr. Desert. 91. 

2 1911 Fernald, Rhodoha 13: 181. 
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fruit, known as Hoj; ('ranherry, is often ftatlu ia'd for household pnr- 

In 1904 a small (inantity was found on Raeklilf’s Island, 


|)OS(*S. 

about a mile distant. Since the berries are freelv eaten hv 


ii 


soft 


hilled hinis,” and the seeds j)ass throiifth the alimentary canals of this 
(arbitrarily limited) group of birds unbroken, this station which I have 
reason to believe to be of ratiu'r recent origin is no doubt to lx* attri- 
bnte<! to this agency. Specimens at hand from these stations belong 
to the type of the species. 

(\)KKM.\ co.N'K.\i)ii Torr. Gouldsborongh, Hrdficld-,^ Mt. l)e.s(*rt. 
Hand lit'dficld;~ Isle an Hunt, Young;^ Mt. Hatty, ('amden, Cliick- 
rring; ' St. George, near sea level (new station); Bristol, Clunnlx rlaiir,^ 
Southport, Fcrmdd;^ Hath, GamhrlJ Phippsbnrgh, /av;* Gnu Point, 
Harj)swell, Furbisdr,^ Great Island, Harpswell and Orrs Island, C. B. 
Fuller, 187(). These last stations have long been known, but perhaps 


have not been published. 



stations <‘ast of Gouldsborongh 


and west of Harpswell would be of especial interest. 

K.vlmia L. Though for many years known to botani.sts 

to occur at Great Island, (’a.sco Hay, the fact setuns not to have been 
published until 1911.'® What seems to be a forgotten station at 
( 'hcrryheld, was published by Dr. .Aaron A onng, .Ir., in 1S43." In the 
paper cited Dr. Young gave a very full account of a visit to the bed of 
Bhodixlrudron maximum L. at Standish, and thereby had brought to 
his attention the plant at (dierryHeld, supposed by his correspondent 
to be th.at species. Specimens were sent him, and proved to be kal- 
mia laiifolia, of which he gave an e.xtended account. It is e.xtremely 
gratifying to find a (’herryfield specimen from Dr. A'oung, well pre¬ 
served in the Parker ( Icaveland herbarium, at Howdoin ('ollege. 

PRi.MrL.\ F.vHT.N'Os.\ M.\CROF()i).\ Pemahl. (’olleeted at Dog Rock, 


near ( rumple Island, Jonesport, Aug. 4, 1901, by the writer. The 
plant has long l)een known from this region, at least since 1S78 when 


i ISSl) Bull. Torr. Bot. Cl. 16: 20r>. 

* ISIM Flora Mt. Desert, 14S. 

* Maine Farmer, 1848, June 7. 

< 187)9 In Herbaria, also of. Bull. Torr. Bot. (''1. 16: 290. 1889. 

^ 1911 Fernald, Khodou.a, 13: 181. 

« Fernald, 1. c. 

’ 1840 Gray. Mem. Am. Acad. A. & S. 3: ? 

» 1900 In Herbaria. 

® 1911 Fernald, Hhodor.a 13: 181. 

*0 1911 Fernald: Rhudoh.a 13: 182. 

n 1843 Youiik, Flora of Bangor, in Bangor Daily Whig and Courier. Spring or 
early summer. 
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it was brought to Dr. Win. Wood of Portland by Hon. Wm. Senter 
(also of Portland), who oI>tained it “while gunning at Crumple 


Island.” • The exact station for 



Senter’s plants is unknown. 


A detailed notice of several stations al)out Englishmans Bay has 

been furnished by IVIr. Joseph Cushman.^ 

Mertensia maritima (L.) S. F. Gray. Local, with distributicui in 


IMaine corresponding somewhat with that of Arcnaria peploidca ro- 
husta: Bailey’s mistake, Lubec (Fcrnald in herb. N. E. Bot. '^1.); 
Rocpie’s Bluffs and Point of Main;- Jonesport (F. //. Peabody in 
herl). Gray): Mt. Desert and Cranberry Islands;® Ship Island of 
the Mt. Desert group; P’og Island, Jericho Bay; Vinal Haven (-S. 
Watson in herb. Gray); Matinicus Rock (superb mats); Metinic 
Green Island; Owl’s Head (A. 11. Moore in herb. N. E. Bot, Cl.); 
Burnt Island, one of the St. Georges group; Southport {Mrs. Sharpless 
in herb. N. E. Bot. Cl.); Trotts’ Island, Kennebunkport (IF. //. 
Manning in herb. N. E. Bot. Cl.); Wells Beach {Miss Furbish in 

herl). Gray); recorded from York.^ 

Teucrium canaden.se littorale (Bickn.) Fcrnald. Sandy Beach, 

Matinicus Island. Not common on the islands east of Casco Bay. 
Occurs at Mt. Desert.® 


Portland Society of Natural History. 


1 1907 Rhodora 9: 217—218. 

* 1902 Moulton, Rhodora 4: 1S9. 

3 1894 Flora Mt. Desert, 130. 

< 1864 Gooclale. Proc. Portl. Soc. N. H. 1: 59. 

* Flora Mt. Desert, 135. 



